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Friends of 
Barton Springs Pool 

Officers 

President: Robin Cravey, 

Vice President: Gary Beyer   

Treasurer: Maria Ines Weber,  

Secretary: Mike Cannatti,  

 

Committee Chairs 

Advocacy: Tom Weber,  

Communications: Chasity Keen Larios,  

Fun: Pat Bobeck,  

Fundraising: Clarke Hammond,  

Membership: Peggy Wall,  

Service: Annie B. Walker. 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Robin Cravey, 236-9655 
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 Austin City Council members and other elected officials will join 

volunteers from the Friends of Barton Springs Pool and city staff to clean 

algae and silt from Barton Springs Pool next Thursday morning.  The two-

hour session will kick off at 9 am with a short tour and press conference, 

with the officials and volunteers then stepping down into the cold spring 

waters to scrub the shallow end bottom. 

 Officials who have confirmed their attendance include: 

Councilmembers Sheryl Cole, Laura Morrison, and Chris Riley; State 

Rep. Donna Howard; and County Commissioner Karen Huber. 

 It will be the fourth annual Council Cleans the Pool Day put on by 

Friends of Barton Springs Pool (FBSP).  The group formed in 2006, 

another drought year, to respond to the algae blooms that clogged the pool 

that year.  Since then FBSP volunteers have worked side-by-side with pool 

lifeguards to help keep the pool clean.  Inviting council members to the 

pool to see conditions first hand quickly became an annual tradition. 

 “We learn by doing,” commented Robin Cravey, FBSP president.  

“Actually getting in the Pool and working with our hands to clean it has 

given us a growing understanding of this dynamic ecosystem.  I think this 

event provides the council with valuable insight.” 

 The day will begin with a short tour of pool cleaning facilities and 

a look at problems with the bypass tunnel.  Then elected officials and 

members of the FBSP Board will hold a brief press conference.  The press 

conference is often an opportunity for officials to comment on the 

progress of the Barton Springs Pool Master Plan, which envisions an array 

of improvements to the pool, grounds, and facilities. 

 Talking done, the officials will begin their watery work.  They will 

work in water up to their waists, pushing brooms and buffers to scrub the 

bottom, and dragging nets to skim the surface. 
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